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SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON NORTH VIETNAM BY DANISH AMBASSADOR TO 
PEKING 

1 . DANISH AMBASSADOR TO PEKING J. A. W. PALUDAN 
RETURNED EROM HANOI LAST WEEK (HE IS ACCREDITED TO 
NORTH VIETNAM) AND MADE THE EOLLOWING COMMENTS TO 
USLO OEEICER ABOUT CONDITIONS IN NVN. 

2. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN NVN IS INADEQUATE TO 
MEET THE NEEDS OE THE POPULATION, WHICH HAS NOW 
REACHED 24 MILLION, WHILE TOTAL AGRICULTURAL YIELD 
IS AT SAME LEVEL AS EOR 1965. PALUDAN WAS GIVEN 
TWO PREVIOUS POPULATION EIGURES OP 13 MILLION IN 1954 
AT TIME OF GENEVA AGREEMENTS AND 16 MILLION IN 1962, 

AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE HAD BEEN A VERY LARGE 
EXPANSION DURING THE WAR YEARS. IN ORDER TO BETTER 
MEET POOD NEEDS, NVN IS IN PROCESS OP "RATIONALIZING" 
AGRICULTURE, WHICH IN PALUDAN’S OPINION WOULD BE A 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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VIETNAMESE EARMER. HE NOTED THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
THEMSELVES WERE AWARE OE DIEEICULTIES BEFORE THEM, 

SINCE THEY CITED TO HIM THE EAILURE OE THEIR INITIAL 
ATTEMPTS AT COLLECTIVIZATION UNDER TRUONG CHING. 

3. PALUDAN HAD MEETING WITH PHAM VAN DONG, AND 
DESCRIBED DONG AS BEING VERY CONFIDENT ABOUT WAY THAT 
EVENTS WERE PROGRESSING IN THE SOUTH EROM NVN'S STANDPOINT. 
DONG SAID THAT AT THE TIME OF THE SIGNING 

OE THE PARIS AGREEMENT, "THE SOUTHERNERS" (I.E., THE 
VIET CONG) HAD BEEN OVERLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE 
CHANCES OE A TRIPARTITE COALITION GOVERNMENT BEING 
ESTABLISHED IN SVN, AND THAT THE NORTHERNERS HAD 
WARNED THEM ABOUT THIS. UPSHOT WAS THAT SVN GOVERNMENT 
HAD MANAGED TO SEIZE QUITE A BIT OE TERRITORY, 

WHICH WAS NOW BEING TAKEN BACK. PHAM VAN DONG AND OTHER 
NVN LEADERS WERE HOPEFUL THAT A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT IN SVN COULD BE REALIZED BEEORE TOO LONG. 

THEY TOLD PALUDAN THEY WERE PREPARED TO WAIT UNTIL 
CONDITIONS WERE RIGHT EOR UNIEICATION BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH AND WOULD NOT PRESS EOR THIS AS AN 
IMMEDIATE GOAL. 

4. WHEN TOLD OF CAPTURED VC DOCUMENTS SPEAKING OE 
GREATLY STEPPED-UP LEVEL OF COMMUNIST MIT, IT ARY 
OPERATIONS IN SVN THIS DRY SEASON, PALUDAN DISCOUNTED 

A MAJOR OEEENSIVE ON GROUNDS THAT EROM NVN STANDPOINT 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN SVN HAS NOT REACHED AN EXPLOITABLE 
STAGE. PALUDAN THOUGHT THAT CRITICAL PERIOD 
WOULD BE DRY SEASON OE 1975-76. 

HOLDRIDGE 



CONEIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, AMBASSADORS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 DEC 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974PEKING02269 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740357-0760 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741247/aaaabnxy.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <25-Sep-2002 by boyle]a> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMENTS ON NORTH VIETNAM BY DANISH AMBASSADOR TO PEKING 
TAGS: PINT, ECON, VN, VS, DA, (PALUDAN, JAW) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




